
Are you conducting a 
land clearing 

operation?

Do you have an 
agricultural operation 

which requires an 
open burn permit?

Is the site parcel 
larger than 2 acres?

No

Yes

You are 
ineligible for an 

Open Burn 
Permit

Land clearing Operation: means the uprooting or clearing of vegetation in connection with construction for buildings, rights of way, 
residential, commercial, or industrial development, or the initial clearing of vegetation to enhance property value, but does not include 
the maintenance burning of yard trash resulting from fallen limbs, branches, or leaves, or any other routine property cleanup activities.

Can the burn pile(s) 
be set back to a 

distance greater than 
2000 feet from any 
occupied building 

and 100 feet from any 
public roadway?

Can the burn pile(s) 
be set back to a 

distance greater than 
300 feet from any 

occupied building or 
public roadway?

You are 
ineligible for an 

Open Burn 
Permit

You are 
ineligible for an 

Open Burn 
Permit

Do you have a bona 
fide agricultural land 
use classification?

Submit a completed 
application to  Air 

Quality and an on-site 
inspection will be 

arranged

Forced Draft required
or

 signed waiver from 
every affected 

resident within 2000 
ft. range required

ACI with refractory 
lined walls 

or
 signed waiver from 

every affected 
resident within 1000 

ft. range required

Can the burn pile(s) 
be set back to a 

distance greater than 
1000 feet from any 
occupied building?

Submit a completed 
application to  Air 

Quality and an on-site 
inspection will be 

arranged

Submit a completed 
application to  Air 

Quality and an on-site 
inspection will be 

arranged 

Open Burn Permitting Process

Sarasota County's 
Mandatory Recycling 
Ordinance No. 91-24 
requires mandatory 

recycling for parcels 2 
acres and under

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes
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